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OnJanuaryl8, The RimbaProjectin collaborationwith UrbanBiodiversity Initiative (UBI) held
a daylong eventfocusingon bamboosn urbanlandscapesat Universityof Ma | a yeay dven
botanicgarden,Rimballmu which is the only university gardenthat setsasidea large areafor
conservatiorand natureeducationactivities On top of being declaredas a National Heritage
Site, Rimba limu boaststhe largest bamboo collection site in the country with 40 spp of
bamboosincluding the giant bamboo @uluh in the Ci tsswia warm receptionas about 70
member<f the public from varyingagescameto furtherlearnaboutbamboosa commonplant

thatis oftenoverlookedn urbancontexts

Semband3uluh, aforum on urbanspacesandcommunityinteractionwith gardenskicked off the
eventas panelistsAngela Hijjas of Rimbun Dahanand Khim Joe of KebunKebun Bangsar
alongwith moderatorThary Gazi Goh of UBI discussean the currentsituationof greenspaces

in urbancities of Malaysia As local spacesare becomingmore marginalisedand greenspaces
arebeingpushedo the fringes, all partiesrangingfrom individualsandcommunitieso N GO0 s
andlandscapearchitectsshouldwork togetherto cultivate betterurbangreenspaceshat serves
thep u b liriteceét Key takeawaysrepowerof communityled efforts, valueof awarenesand
education,importanceof meaningful interactionswith nature and utility over aestheticsin

gardenslt wasan engagingandrelaxeddiscussiorthat broughtmeaningfuldialogueon matters

closeto the heartsof the community




Therewere multiple session®©f BambooGuided
Walk where knowledgeable volunteer guides
sharedinsightson local bamboosasthey guided
participants around the bambusetumarea of
Rimballmu. As thereis a lackingin knowledge
of bamboosamong the public, increasingthe
part i cawvgeaessangdudderstandingf the
useful and easyto-grow plant allows it to be

viewedfrom anew perspective




