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On January18, TheRimbaProjectin collaborationwith UrbanBiodiversityInitiative (UBI) held

a day-long eventfocusingon bamboosin urbanlandscapesat University of Malayaôsvery own

botanicgarden,RimbaIlmu which is the only universitygardenthat setsasidea largeareafor

conservationand natureeducationactivities. On top of being declaredas a National Heritage

Site, Rimba Ilmu boaststhe largest bamboocollection site in the country with 40 spp. of

bamboosincluding the giant bamboo. óBuluh in theCityôsaw a warm receptionas about70

membersof thepublic from varyingagescameto further learnaboutbamboos,a commonplant

thatis oftenoverlookedin urbancontexts.

SembangBuluh, a forumon urbanspacesandcommunityinteractionwith gardenskickedoff the

event as panelistsAngela Hijjas of Rimbun Dahanand Khim Joe of Kebun-Kebun Bangsar

alongwith moderatorTharyGaziGohof UBI discussedon thecurrentsituationof greenspaces

in urbancities of Malaysia. As local spacesarebecomingmoremarginalisedandgreenspaces

arebeingpushedto the fringes,all partiesrangingfrom individualsandcommunitiestoNGOôs

andlandscapearchitectsshouldwork togetherto cultivatebetterurbangreenspacesthat serves

thepublicôsinterest. Key takeawaysarepowerof community-led efforts,valueof awarenessand

education,importanceof meaningful interactionswith nature and utility over aestheticsin

gardens. It wasanengagingandrelaxeddiscussionthatbroughtmeaningfuldialogueon matters

closeto theheartsof thecommunity.
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òAmazing initiative. To raise 
awareness to one of most 
relevant problems nowadaysó
- Pedro Magalhães , Jiangxi 
Normal University

òIt's great and looking forward 
to join more events alike!ó
- Mok Yi Ying, EcoKnights

Thereweremultiple sessionsof BambooGuided

Walk where knowledgeablevolunteer guides

sharedinsightson local bamboosasthey guided

participants around the bambusetumarea of

Rimba Ilmu. As thereis a lacking in knowledge

of bamboosamong the public, increasing the

participantsôawarenessandunderstandingof the

useful and easy-to-grow plant allows it to be

viewedfrom a newperspective.


